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Principal’s Message

| am honored to write to you as the
Acting Principal of A.G. Minassian
Armenian School and look forward to a
year of success for our beloved school.
There is no greater privilege than
teaching today’s Armenian youth and it
is my goal to ensure that each student is
provided with the opportunity to
succeed in a positive and conducive
learning environment.

A.G. Minassian School is blessed with an
exceptional staff and wonderful
teachers who work hard as a team to
achieve our school’s goals. | would like
to welcome all our teachers as well as
our returning teacher Mr. Russel McCall
as 5" and 6" grade Homeroom teacher,
and two new part time teachers Mrs.
Houri Seraydarian, first grade Armenian
teacher, and Miss Karin Cemcem, who
teaches Language Arts, Computer and
PE to 5"-6" combination class.

2009-2010 academic year started on
September 3", 2009. Reverend Father
Hrant Yeretzian blessed the students
and staff at the opening ceremony. The
first day of preschool was on September
8™. His Eminence, Archbishop Moushegh
Mardirossian, Prelate, Western United

Suopkuniptwit voup

Uph Yhpwlnu Uhtwubwb Uqquyht
Jupdwpwh bywwnwlh k
dhuwjiquduytt vwnwpt) huy
wowljipnh dnuyghl, pupnjujut b
hnqbinp qupqugdwi:

U.4. Uhttwmubw dupdwpuin
owtimgud L opniwtt yuwhwgibpni
hudpipug hwy wywlkpunhl nay
hwjunpnod nuunhwpwlniphil, winp
ke quupqugubkiny ukp br jupquip
hwunty wqquyhtt dpwlnjpht nu
wiwbnmiplwd, hisyku hwb
wwnpuunk] nhywp punupugh dp,
ogquwljwp hp tplpht tr ppgwyunpl:
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States, visited the classrooms in the
afternoon and he gave his blessings
at the closing prayers.

Our Back to School Night was on
September 24", 2009. It started at
6:30 PM with an overview of our
school policies in Gugasian Hall,
followed by classroom visitations.
Teachers shared their goals,
curriculum guidelines and suggestions
for an outstanding year.

October is the Armenian Cultural
Month. Armenian teachers use
various methods to inspire the
students and instill in them the love
of Armenian culture, language,
religion and rich heritage.
Kindergarten through sixth grade
students will be participating in a
program during the Armenian Book
Fair on October 11", 1:30PM.
Everyone is welcome.

| am looking forward to a wonderful
school year with your support and
partnership.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Kohar Zaher
Acting Principal

Quwhwwnwiph juoupu 'nigld ninnly
Uppng Lunwuthg Uwtiljubg BYtnkginy
hnyght Stp Zpwtn £h, Gpkghwth,
Znqupwpdniphwb, Shljiwtg
Uhniptwl, dupdupwtthu Muudwljuyg
Uwpduht, Ounnu-Miunigswljui
Uwpduht b NMumdbwlub
funphnipnht’ hpklg whuwluply
unthpnidht. hyyku bwbe
Munigswljutt Ywquhtt tmwpws
wtdunikp wopuwinwbiphtt hwdwp b
Jtpouugtu’ Qkqh, uhpkih Sunyubp, np
wqquyhtt ghnulgnphkik dnmws dkp
quiiujutipp §'wrwetnpntp huyjuljut
Jupdwpuis:
Shl. @nhwp Quhpp
Qnpdwinhp Stopkunthh
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Message from the School Board

The Ari Guiragos Minassian Armenian School Board would
like to welcome all parents and students back to school
for the 2009-2010 school year! We are very excited
about the progress of the school with an increase in
enrollment, renovated facilities, a strong school staff,
and a revamped fundraising effort. We praise all
parents and supporters of our school for encouraging the
continued efforts to create a strong educational
foundation and cultural environment for our children.

There have been many changes on both physical and
organizational levels, which have resulted in a proud and
stable school structure. The School Board has divided its
tasks and efforts to four major components and the
community and parents will regularly hear of these
efforts:

1. Fundraising and finances;

2. Facilities (both maintenance and project

improvements);
3. Educational and WASC accreditation;
4. Public relations and recruitment.

With this framework in mind, we plan on supporting our
wonderful principal Mrs. Kohar Zaher, PTO, and

community organizations in any way possible.

We have received various sources of support from
individuals and organizations in the community during the
summer and beginning of the school year.

We will continue with major fundraising and we expect
the assistance of all parents of this continued effort
especially with Bingo volunteering on Friday evenings.
Finally, a Poker Night fundraiser has been planned for
October 16, 2009 at 7:30pm at the Newport Dunes
Resort. Please make every effort to continually support
our school in any way possible.

Together, we will build a strong, robust, and sustainable
Armenian School in Orange County.

Very Truly Yours,

A.G. Minassian School Board

School Board

School Newsletter

The School Board would like to thank
the entire community and especially:

Pastor and Board of Trustees of Forty
Martyrs Armenian Apostolic Church
($5,000.00 donation)

ARS Sevan Chapter ($5,000.00 donation)
ARF Armen Karo Gomedeh ($3,000.00
donation)

Mr. Vicken Apelian - Apel, Inc. ($1,000.00)
PTO (school flooring replacement -
$5,000.00)

Dr. Garo Agopian (computer lab upgrades)
Mr. and Mrs. Mark and Dalida Karatas
(financial contribution toward new chairs
for all students)

Mr. and Mrs. Raffi and Tahlene Gourdikian
(office reception countertop)

Mr. and Mrs. Armand and Mary Malakian
(teacher desk, teacher chairs, school
supplies)

Mr. and Mrs. Harout and Meline Guldjian
AGM logo bags, pencils, etc)

Mr. and Mrs. Haig and Karina Mihranian
(plasma monitor and AGM logo bags, lunch
bags, pencils, etc)

Mr. Michel Khairalla (electrical services)
Mr. & Mrs. Chahe Kechedjian (refrigerator
for conferene room)

Mr. Nazo Dishoian (Restroom renovation)
Mr. Hovig Megerian (assistance with
furniture)

Mr. Tro Tutunjian (assistance with
renovation)

Mr. Raffi Sarkissian (assistance with
renovation)

Mr. and Mrs. Vram Ohanesian (assistance
with renovation-truck)

Mr. Kevork Keshisian (assistance with
renovation)
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September
Student of the
Month

First Grade

Emma Khacherian
Second Grade

Alex Guldjian
Third Grade

Vache Madenlian
Fourth Grade

Karin Codilian
Fifth Grade

Alen Ashikian
Sixth Grade

Mary Dishoian

Education Committee and PTO
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Message from the Education Committee

The Education Committee is looking
forward to a wonderful school year
that will academically challenge the
Minassian students, while
encouraging them personally to do
their best work. We have a new
Acting Principal, Mrs. Zaher, with
whom we look forward to working
with throughout the coming year. Our
faculty has been and continues to be
a tremendous asset, and we look
forward to supporting their efforts. In
addition, Mr. McCall, as a GATE

certified instructor, will be
spearheading the Minassian School’s
objectives to apply the methodology
within the classrooms. The Minassian
School Board has positively reinforced
our efforts in the past, and they have
shown a renewed interest in our work
for which we are thankful. We
welcome all our Minassian School
students and parents, both old and
new, to a successful academic year!

Mrs Talin Minassian

What has PTO done for you

PTO is in charge of the fun events
like Halloween party, Christmas
Boutique and Annual Dinner-Dance in
March. It requires hours of volunteer
work to plan and organize each
event. During the summer of 2008,
PTO replaced the old gate with a new
electric one, renovated the first floor
classrooms and repainted the exterior
of the school. This summer, PTO
continued the renovation of the
second floor classrooms including the
library and staff lounge. All
classrooms now have pergo floors.

Mayrig and Me

Music and Movement Program
(ages 18 months to 3 years old)

This is the first Toddler music and
movement program in Armenian.
Each Tuesday morning children enjoy
a special Armenian program, to
develop their listening and Armenian
language skills, as well as their
creativity and physical coordination,
through an engaging musical
experience. Parents enjoy the
companionship, support, and joy of
interacting with their child.

This class presents Armenian songs,
puppets, instruments, movements

PTO also funds the annual
Thanksgiving luncheon for all the
students, as well as all faculty gifts
for the faculty and all the gifts for
Christmas and teacher’s appreciation
week.

On behalf of the entire PTO
executive committee, we would like
to thank you all for your past support
and encourage you to partake in all
our efforts by volunteering your time
or by supplying for hospitality.

Mrs. Allise Panosyan

and material for the children to enjoy
during the 45-minute class. The
instructor interacts with each child
involving and engaging them with the
music and dance while children also
interact with their mothers/fathers.

Fall program has currently started.
We are planning to add a Thursday
afternoon session. Please, reserve
your spot by calling A.G. Minassian
School at (714) 839-7831.
Instructor
Talin Artinian
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Preschool and Kindergarten
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Pre-KI News

Our first week in PK1 was invigorating!
We have some new and some old friends
in PK1. Our schedule includes short
group times, as well as plenty of
flexible work time, which has worked
very well with this busy group of
enthusiastic learners. Children were
introduced to a new material each day.
They were anxious to try these
activities, and have successfully
repeated them independently.

Pre-KIl News

We have a smart bunch in PKIl. They
are very bright and eager to learn. The
first day of the school, Serpazan visited
us and the children sang two songs for
him, that they had learned the same
day.

On September 15, we walked to the
church parking lot, gathered twigs and
built bird's nest.....

On Tuesday September 22, we had
cooking day. The children measured and

Kindergarten News

For the month of September, the
Kindergarten has been very busy
learning about the rules, behaviors, and
routines for school. It is different from
preschool and the students need to
learn what to do. The better they know
the rules and routines the better
success the classroom will be. In
addition, the students are learning
about working together and making

Loipkp Uwtjuuywpuntqku

2009-2010 U'wGywwwpwnkghp
wowlbpnGepp Ubkp LegniG AwgbipkGh
nwuwagnpbtpnt 2wppp uluwd LG, np
ApdGniwd £ nwnwwlwsdwG,
pwnwaphunnietwb, ppwGwgh
wpunuwwnnipbwb, pGetpgwinietw,
gpwywpdnipbwb w2luwnmwbpGtpniG
Ypwy:

Ubwwnbdpbp wduniwG pGrwgphG
wowybkpnGtpp unpwd GG

Some popular activities that were
available everyday are ‘coco mulch,’
‘shaving cream’, ‘easel’, ‘dino’
matching with numbers, pictures
matching with letters, etc... The
children are looking forward to the
month of October to celebrate
Halloween, go to the pumpkin patch and
choose their own pumpkin. For cultural
month, we have learned two poems,
which are Mesrob Mashdots and Shad Ge
Seerem Eem Hye Lezoon, and one song,
which is Ayp Pen Keem. | am looking
forward to a wonderful school year.

Mrs. Talin Wartan

mixed the pancake mix and had a
yummy breakfast.

We celebrated three birthday parties
with cup cakes and fresh fruits and
played musical chairs.

PKII kids are very excited about
Halloween and cannot wait to visit the
pumpkin patch in Irvine, and have a
pajama afternoon.

Mrs. Astrid Ashkarian

friends in the reading themes. In
phonics and writing, the students have
been learning to write in their first/last
names with lowercase letters and the
sounds in their names. In math, the
students have been learning the
numbers 1-5, and counting groups of
numbers 1-5. Next week the students
will have their first math test. It has
been a great month. Keep up the great
work.

Miss Kelly Koopman

ptip vwnbp, wpmwuwbniehlGGbp,
Gnihpnuwd LwiywuwnwGh 2pn

U.GYwhunietiwG, UnwohG Nwnighy'
Ubupnw UwowmnghG nt UpGwG
GnwGwyp Gpyuwywglnn tipgbin:

QwgipEGh Tfwuwmnnt’
Op. PwihG UnehGbwG
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Zuytiptt — Unwoht puuumipwt

U quuwpwih Spugpniws nuuwghppt E «Ukp
Lkqni» pwipphtt, pht 1 dwup.- Yupdhp 2ntly Thnht
nil-p hp dwpdniphtubpnt Sknpuly-ny:
Utuyunbdptpht, wpwljipnutpp wpnwunptght 27
wnwnkpnt duyubpt ot wintbubpp: Unju nunbkpny
pEpwtiugh wpunwjwyntghtt nuupt puntpb nu
wuwudniphriup: Yhnwunpnipbw tpwtubpkt unpytgut
unnpuybwnp,pewlbnp, hisyku hwbt hwpgdwt
upwlih nt pkpinh gnpdwdniphiup:

Develop your
Character
When you take
responsibility  for
your own success,
you will expect to
achieve the goals
you set. It will
encourage you to
follow your plan
step by step until
you achieve your

goal.

Grade Level News

First Grade News

September was a busy month full of
back-to-school assessing and reviewing
of last year's concepts! In math, first
grade began working with numbers 0
through 10 and exploring patterns.
Language Arts time was spent
remembering capitalization and
punctuation rules. Our first chapter in
science taught us how to be scientists.
Then it was on to learning all about
plants! We also learned all about apples

Second Grade News

Second grade also began with a battery
of back-to-school testing and reviewing.
We worked with addition and
subtraction in story problems and
learned new ways to solve them. In
science, second grade also learned how
to be scientists and then studied flowers
and life cycles. We concentrated on
complete sentences and nouns in
Language Arts and creative drawing in

Third Grade News

Language Arts has been filled with
grammar review of subjects, predicates,
complete sentences, and nouns. We
have been learning to write multi-
paragraph essays with the help of the
writing process. The third grade is also
doing a genre study and has been
reading mystery novels. They will have
a book project due each month on a
specific genre too. We are reading
Sarah, Plain and Tall and have been
learning vocabulary and comprehension
skills using the book. In math, the third
grade has been learning different
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and culminated that theme by making
homemade applesauce. September also
marked the first time the students had
Music and Religion. This month we will
concentrate on numbers 11 through 20,
our first chapter of Social Studies and
making sure we're writing complete
sentences. Not to mention the fun we
will be having learning about pumpkins
and bats!

Miss Rebecca Johnson

Sdwgpnipludp, dipuhtt wpuwinwipny
twhiunuuniphtuthpny «@npuljgniptut Sknpul»-ht ke
wpunujuyinkghtt hrpupwiship pwppniwt pupwugpht
hipwugniws pninp ghnbjhpubpn:

Uju wduntwul ninnugpnipbwt pupdpugny thop
wywhnynn wowkpntbkpp wupgbrwnpnikgut:
Cuptpguunipbwub juiwugnyu swhwhop niukgng
wpwljkpnp unwuguit joyniwd Up qopu dhwg hp
npudwunpniplwt wly UBY sowpwp, npdk Enp
ubpuyugnig yuuwpwtht nputu «wyquhl ntunighs»

Shly, Zniph Ukpuwjununpbwi

Art. Our monthly theme was
strawberries which led us to make a
strawberry book and strawberry
shortcakes! In October, students can
look forward to writing paragraphs,
working with patterns and place value
and reading our first chapter in Social
Studies! Our theme is spiders, so
students can look forward to some
creepy, crawly assignments in October!

Miss Rebecca Johnson

methods to solve advanced addition and
subtraction problems, such as proof
drawings and the numerical method.
They have also been taking
multiplication and division drills to be
more than ready. Social Studies has
been filled with learning about different
communities in the United States and
around the world. In science, the
students have been learning about plant
and animal adaptations in different land
biomes. It has been a month of reading,
writing and taking notes too. They are
up for the challenge of being treated as
an upper grader now!

Mrs. Amber Rivera
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Fourth Grade News

Language Arts has been filled with
grammar review of subjects, predicates,
and complete sentences. We have been
learning and practicing how to write
five paragraph essays with the help of
the writing process. Our class has
started their genre study and have been
reading mystery novels which will be
presented through a book project due
soon. We are reading a hilarious book
by Judy Blume, Tales of a Fourth Grade
Nothing. Students are doing activities

math, we are practicing our multiplication
and division facts, while learning how to
write equations, factoring triangles and fast
arrays with them too. In social studies, the
students have been taking notes on the five
regions of the United States and learning
about climate around the United States.
Science has been filled with learning about
plants, photosynthesis, food chains and food
webs. It has been a busy month of reading,
writing and taking notes. Get ready for
hands on experiments and projects after the

and comprehension skills with it. In

Fifth Grade News

Language Arts - (writing composition)
We have begun the writing process, and
completed our first essay. These essays
were inspired by choosing one of two
picture prompts. All essays have been a
lot of fun to read, and each student will
contribute their essays from the entire
year so we can publish a complete
anthology

Language Arts - (grammar, spelling, and
reading) We have nearly finished
reading and discussing Hatchet. This
story is about a boy who struggles to
overcome isolation and surviving a plane
crash. 5th grade will be expected to

Sixth Grade News

Language Arts - (writing composition)
We have begun the writing process, and
completed our first essay. These essays
were inspired by choosing one of two
picture prompts. All essays have been a
lot of fun to read, and each student will
contribute their essays from the entire
year so we can publish a complete
anthology. 6th grade is emphasizing
complex sentences.

Language Arts - (grammar, spelling, and
reading) We have nearly finished
reading and discussing Hatchet. This
story is about a boy who struggles to
overcome isolation and surviving a plane
crash. 6th grade will be expected to
write a final literature response essay
upon completion of the book. The

basics are learned!

Mrs. Amber Rivera

write a response to an essay question
upon completion of the book. The
weekly spelling words have been taken
from this story - culminating in a final
spelling bee. In Grammar, we have
learned about nouns and verbs - as well
as practiced their use with worksheets,
textbook, and daily writing (Daily
Journal).

Math - We have taken assessment for
this grade level (which will be used to
compare growth with the end of the
year). We have also been reviewing
math vocabulary (variable, product,
factor, etc.), as well as beginning to

weekly spelling words have been taken
from this story - culminating in a final
spelling bee. In Grammar, we have
learned about nouns and verbs - as well
as practiced their use with worksheets,
textbook, and daily writing (Daily
Journal).

Math - We have taken assessment for
this grade level (which will be used to
compare growth with the end of the
year). We have also learned about The
Order of Operations (and what to do
when there are no parentheses). We
have learned Algebra vocabulary
(variable, co-efficient, expression,
equation, etc.) and begun to understand
that Algebra is really all about finding a
missing number.

Social Studies - We have begun learning
about Ancient Civilizations. The

understand Algebra. 5th graders have
also been taking weekly timed division
facts quizzes and everyone has

continued to improve their time every
week!
Social Studies - We have begun learning
about American History. Our first
chapter is about learning culture,
primary sources, and immigrants. We
have also learned that hunters and
gatherers first came over to North
America during the ice age when
glaciers connected Asian with North
America.

Mr. Russ McCall

exciting part of this new textbook is
that it is tied into interactive web-
based learning. Chapter one:
Lesson 1 The World's Geography
Lesson 2
How Maps Help Us Study History
Lesson 3
How Archaeologists Study the Past
Lesson 4
How Historians Study the Past
An exciting aspect of the web-based
curriculum is the Flip Cards that can be
accessed from home and school. These
cards are great study tools.
Overall, we have gotten off to a great
start. The goals that have been
established have been the beginning of
this year’s plan. 1 look forward to
continuing the learning with our
students.

Mr. Russ McCall



A.G. Minassian
Armenian School
5315 W. McFadde Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92704

Phone:
(714) 839-7831

Fax:
(714) 839-1036
E-mail:
parevagm@pacbell.net

We’re on the Web!
agminassianschool.org

Zuykpku - Bplipny puuwpukt 9Egkpnpy puuwput

Bwpqbih OGnnp,

Vywwph nGEGwing np wpnkG  huy
wiwpwnwd  LGp  pwnwdbwyphG JkEYy
tppnpnp, - tiplpnpn. nwuwpwip,  np
Up pwnYwGwy 8 funuiptipt wnwehGp'
wnnkG huy unpyjwd LG
nwnwGwGwsnidp b uljuwd
pGpbtpgwinietwG. bGpypnpnp' ufuwd
GG wwnwéwGwsdwG Gpypnpn qhpphG
huy tippnpn funwdpp npnGp
Y'oquuugnpdtiG  Gpypnpn  nuuwpwiGh
unynpuwwl nwuwghppp wpnkG puy
unpwd GG QuiyGwinp, Qny
QuiyGwinp, duwGyp pwdwGnid,
Snnwnwnpé Gt Udwlgbw| pwnbp,
pGretinguwbnietwG b pwnw-
qhunniebwG YnnphG:

Q. Jwupgh wowybkpnbtipp unpjud GG
QuiGwinp, 2ny  Quibwinp, dwbyp
pwdwnd, Snnunuwnpé tr Uowlgbw|
pwnbp: CGebpgwlnpebwi Gt punw-
ghnniebwG YnnphG npntG
4'pGYLEpwWGuwy nwuwghpph
qundnietwl wnbwmpwyp hGwku Gubi
pGpwGwgh nwup wdthnihndp:

Forty Martyr’s Armenian Apostolic Church
U.pp Uppulnu UhGwubwb U.qqwuhG dwpdwpwmb

A.G. Minassian Armenian School

5315 W. McFadden Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92704

T. G. e Q. nwuwpwGh wowytipnGhpp
unpJwd GG QuiGwinp, ny QuyGuinp,
Snnwnwpé, Udwlgbw), pwpn PFuwn,

ZndwGhg,  QwlwGh2 hGwku  Gube
UhwywGy pwqdwywGly pwnbipnt
qnpdwdnehiGp: LGpebtpgwiniebwG
YnnphG U4'pGYtipwGwy  nwuwahpph
updniebwG  wnbunpwyp  pGswyku  Gubie
pbipwGwgh nwuh wdthnithnidp,

pwnwaghwnnipbwb YnnphG:

Ugu pninppG A gniquitin |j'pGeruGuy

Qwing  NwuwdniebwG  nwuwiwGnnudp,
nip JdhGstie ™. nwuwpwG Yp unpypG
wnwuwbwywG opowiGh Ywpbinp

nkwpbpnt Gu nkdpbpne dwupG, phuy G.b6

nwuwpwGp'  nlGh  pp yunndy
nwuwqhpptipp hn Jwndniptiwd
nbwnpwyny :

Vlwwnbiny, np  jwnwohluy wdhu
[Cwpgdwlswg SoGG E, pninp Ywngh
wowlybpnGpp  Yp unpdpG G. nwpne
Unipp Ubupny  Uwowngh  AwGGwpny
OGwd AwykiptG qpptipnt ghunph  dwuhG,
wlnp  Gnithpnwd  wpwnwuwGnieheGGbn,
hGswku Gwbi EnwihG w2luwnwGpGtp:
Shy. U.Gh Uknjbwl
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