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Principal’s Message

January passed by very quickly, the vision
of a new Sports Complex is slowly
becoming a reality as the demolition and
construction work continues. Thanks to
our parents and supporters, our dream is
coming true. Even our students are
helping to raise funds for the sports field.
Alex Guldjian, in second grade was busy
organizing a neighborhood lemonade sale
for this purpose. Keep up the good work
Alex.

Another generous donation from the
Orange County Armenian Professional
Society (OCAPS), made it possible to have
a functioning bell system. While
attending their annual Armenian
Christmas party, Mrs. Silvie Tersakian,
the chairperson of the organization,
announced the decision of OCAPS to
donate $5,000 to AGM towards the new
bell, new desks and a Class Roll system,
which is an interactive Homework and
Grading System. With the help of our
alumnus, Mr. Vartan Simonian, both
systems will be linked to the AGM
website.

During the January Assembly, our Fourth
Grade students led by Mrs. Amber Rivera,
presented a short skit about Rosa Park
and the principles she stood for. The
emphasis was on the word “Respect”,
which was the word of the month for
January.

Second Quarter is almost towards its end
and teachers are busy preparing for
exams and benchmark testing. Progress
Reports were sent home in January and
Report cards will be sent home at the
end of the second Quarter.

As the third Quarter begins, a special
period will be dedicated to Character
Education on Tuesdays, during the first
period. First through sixth grade students
will participate in different activities to
reinforce the word of the month. Our
voluntary librarian, Ms. Anahid Der-
Parseghian, will be spearheading this
program; however, we need parent
volunteers to assist her with different

groups of students. Please, contact the
school office if you can volunteer on
Tuesday mornings. Teachers will be
utilizing that time to work on the WASC
Accreditaion, with the upcoming visitation
scheduled for February 2011.

Throughout the year, we continue to
encourage our students to be respectful
and responsible. We have introduced the
“Caught Being Good” tickets. The idea
behind this is to recognize students who
are doing the right thing. Teachers
randomly pick students who are caught
being good. Students never know when
they might get a ticket. We want them to
do the right thing all the time. Behavior
that is acknowledged is more likely to
occur again. Students collect their tickets
and redeem them for a prize each month.
Similarly, students receive a red ticket if
they misbehave and they will lose a point
on their Behavior Chart. Teachers add the
points and decide accordingly, who the
Student of the Month will be.

AGM students are participating in the
Kaham games again this year. Special
thanks to our coaches, Mr. Jean Geloyan
and Mr. Nazo Dishoyan for volunteering
their time, and to all the participating
students. Go AGM Eagles!

February will be another busy month
celebrating Vartanank and President’s Day.
The Armenian teachers are preparing a
special program in celebration of
Vartanants, which will be held on
Wednesday, February 10 at 3:00PM. All
parents are welcome.

Kohar Zaher
Acting Principal

January
Student of the
Month

Kindergarten
Natalia Mihranian

First Grade
Sandro Karatas

Second Grade
Rita Mossessian

Third Grade
Vache Madenlian

Fourth Grade
Lara Markarian

Fifth Grade
Alen Ashikian

Sixth Grade
Koko Dishoian
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Asbarez Article
Unprecedented New Year’s Celebration
at AG Minassian

SANTA ANA, CA-More than 425 community members and
supporters of Ari Guiragos Minassian Armenian School in
Orange County welcomed the New Year on December
31 and helped raise money to ensure the success of its
only daily Armenian school.

The event was the culmination of the efforts of an
energized school board, a dedicated Parent Teacher
Organization, an always supportive Armenian Relief
Society Sevan Chapter, a Forty Martyrs Board of
Trustees that understands the importance of an
Armenian school, and an entire community who
continuously stands by its school, its students, and its
future.

The event itself was an evening filled with enthusiasm
and excitement, as the supporters started arriving
early and included all segments of the Armenian
community.

Father Yeretsian blessed the tables and during the
short program, Chris Guldjian and Chairman of the AGM
School Board welcomed the attendees, thanked the
organizations, congratulated AGM’s principal and staff.
He then thanked the Mihranian family for a $40,000
donation for the construction of a sports

field. The crowd then viewed an artists rendering of
the soon to be completed field, a full size basketball
court along with four mini courts, a volleyball
court,and other play areas for the students. Kevork Der
Alexanian, Chairman of the Forty Martyrs Board of
trustees expressed his gratitude to the Mihranian family
and reaffirmed their commitment to AGM. The school
and church boards presented the Mihranian family with
a plaque recognizing their support and thanking them
for setting an example in the community.

Soon after, others were inspired and announced
donations covering the cost to construct the sports
complex and to strengthen the future of AG Minassian.

At midnight, the entire community welcomed the New
Year together, many continued to dance while others
went into the church for a midnight mass.

The event sold out weeks ahead of time and had a
waiting list of almost 100, thus the AGM School Board
has already announced that it will make this a yearly
tradition.

Over the past four to five months the School Board and
the PTO have held a number successful fundraisers and
events, including a Poker Night at Newport Dunes,
Christmas boutique and program, and Christmas
caroling. The number of students has increased from
last year as the community recognizes the high quality
of education and continues to support AGM.

[0gathe
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What has PTO done for you
PTO Busy at work...

After successfully wrapping up 2009... the PTO is hard at work planning for A.G.
Minassian School’s 24"Annual Banquet “Happily Ever After” The Royal Ball. This
event is the most glamorous and prestigious event of the year and will take
place on Saturaday, March 6", 2010 in Hovnanian Complex- Gugasian Hall.
Guests will be Served Cocktails at 7:00pm and Dinner at 8:00pm, followed by
the fabulous Entertainer Joseph Krikorian.
For tickets or more information, please contact the school office at (714) 839-
7831. Tickets are limited, call immediately to reserve your seats.
Special thanks to the PTO Executive Committee and all the parents at Ari
Guiragos Minassian School for your continuous dedication and support.

PTO Executive Committee
I ;
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Pre-K and Kindergarten News
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Pre-KI News

January...... cold and rainy month hard
on preschoolers, It passed quickly. We
are very fortunate to have new toy
chests, thanks to Mr. Persekian, and
two new rugs in the preschool for the
children to enjoy. Our theme was snow
and arctic animals; we made bears,
foxes etc... we made artificial snow for
sensory, children had the chance to
touch and feel the snow. | noticed a big
change after Christmas break. | think
whatever | have talked about for 4
months, children are applying it now.

A new friend joined us in January. |
would like to welcome Karina Ivin to
Pre-Kl, she is a pleasure to have in
class.

Pre-KIl News

It is only midyear and | have noticed
enormous growth in all of my
preschoolers. Their social, academic and
problem solving skills are noticeable and
very impressive and | am very proud of
their progress. Almost all the children
can write their name in English and quite
few of them in Armenian. We will
continue practicing daily.

During the month of January, children
learned about the weather, thunder,
lightning, and different stages of water.

February will be a short and very busy

month. Our theme will be transportation.

Since Valentine, Presidents and St.
Vartan’s Day coincide in February,

Kindergarten News

All of the students are working really
hard. At the end of January, the
students had to learn all their

the rest of the year. They will be
reading middle of first grade books
by the end of the year. So far, the

Huntington beach library field trip was
a success. Children enjoyed listening to
the stories and the songs. Can't beleive
it’s February already. We started to
learn Vartanants songs and a poem
(Tebi Hayasdan, Hay em yes). | talked
to the children about Katch Vartan how
he fought for us to stay Christian and
have churches.Now they are telling me
the story.l have smart children in my
class and | am proud of them. Raffi
Akmakjian joined the Pre-KI family in
February. We are so glad to have you in
Pre-Kl, you will have fun time learning
and playing as well.

Talin Wartan
children will learn special song about
them, too.

We continue our special music program

with Mrs. Gohar Alexanians, who
teaches the preschoolers to sing with
the piano and talks to them about
Armenian composers. This month the
children are learning the song
“Gakavig” by Gomidas.

On Friday, January 29, the children
visited Huntington Beach public library
and attended the story time, where

they sang and did few finger plays

directed by the librarian.

Every day is busy, full and fun day in
Pre-KII
Astrid Ashkarian

uppercase and lowercase letters.
They had to know all the sounds, how
to write them nicely on a handwriting
line, and match pictures of the same
beginning sounds. The better a child
knows the alphabet, the more
successful the child will be in reading.
Students are continuing to improve
their reading and writing skills. They
are able to write sentences and spell
the frequent sight words correctly.
They are reading leveled books that
will progress in difficulty throughout

students have learned 20 sight words
at the end of January and will have
learned 30 by the end of February.
Also starting in February the students
are working on word families and
spelling three letter words. In math,
the students can write numbers to
20, starting to practice writing
numbers to 100, and learning
addition and subtraction.

Kindergarten is becoming very
academic, but we still have fun
learning!!

Kelly Koopman
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Zuytipkt — Unwght nuuuwpwt

«Ywpouwnb| Ehup
en gniwpp Juwlghu
NL Swuop qwugh
Lwngn nonwughu:
AEh hughp, quuquy,
Lwngn nonwughn,
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Utq ghpyn Ywlghp:»

2010 nwpb2powl. 2unphwinp Unn
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UtGpniu dinpGpnil JEp wiLkh juinwy

nL 20owthth nwnpdéwt wdunLwu
Upwlwpwlp:

Unwyowinpwg Mwhph wnwionbwu
unLpp Wwwnwnpwgagh pupwgphl,
Sunnutpniu Gppophwy fuhuwn
ondwwwhniphiup Yunékp hwuwé Ep
hp bwywuwnwyhu Gpp hhwupwhnipe-
Gwdp (utghu hptug quiLwyutpniu
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Upwiy:
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«2opniehil G UqunwnBugnighiuy:
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nEwptpEl* Utwpwjph dwywwnw-
Jwpup, wpwytpunnipbwu
unpybgnLg wquwuwnwwnbugniebwlu
Jhwpp: buly wiwunniehtl nwpdwé,
Ywpnwuwugh Jwwnwn-hwgybpnjep
funphpnwuniGgwi® Sunnutpniu

ynnUt wwwnpwuwnniwé yunpywu-
nwyutnny: Ywpnwlwlg wnolhp
hwuntuhU wywyGpwnubpp Ginje
whwh ntuGUwl «dwpnwl
Uwuhynubwl»-n: Swnnty
pnrwonWNUENNY tnwywLhU
y’nruntduwuhptu 10-11-nn
nwnGnnt hwj ghuntnpwywu
nwnwqp: Swuopwgwl® UGw,
wnbn, Uhquwy, ywhwu nL
uwnwiwnwnhU: &nuinny wyhwnh
jwennnkt PwnByGunwup Gpp
whwnh pwgwwnpnih UG6 wwhph
funphnipnp:

Uhwirwuhy Ywpnwlwlg
Swlwunwdwnpw, pwpbytunwl,
GL nbn' dGinpnLiwpGwu
Uwuwnwdpnipbwl wnoubtpp yn
qwl gonbwunknt U2Qq,
3U3rcLhe, GUENGSh
Gppnpnnietwl qopniehiup UGp
hw) wpwyGpwnutpniu
Uywpwagphu Jky:

Intph UGpwjnmwpBwu

First Grade News

First grade has been busy working on
many things these past few months!
They are writing personal narratives
making sure to include many
adjectives. They studied the 17
different types of penguins and
painted life-sized models of their
favorites! First graders are also
memorizing their addition and
subtraction facts up to 20 and
continuing to practice solving story
problems. In science, they finished
their Living Science unit learning
about how plants and animals need

each other. Social Studies taught
lessons on workers in our community
with culminated in puppet
presentations! Coming up, we will be
studying weather and the seasons in
Science. Following nicely is our next
Social Studies unit on the Earth and its
resources. In Language Arts, we will
practice our reading comprehension
strategies in our Home Sweet Home
unit. Not to mention the upcoming
lesson for Groundhog Day, President's
Day, Valentine's Day and much more!

Rebecca Johnson
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Second Grade News

Second grade has been learning about
earning income, goods, services and
transportation. We have been talking
about how food gets to the store. We
played a board game called, The
Allowance Game, which shows students
how money can be earned, spent

and saved in the bank. The students
are in the process of creating their own
business card to earn some income. In
science, we observed rock's properties
and learned how rocks change. We are

Third Grade News

In Language Arts, we have been reading
some exciting stories in the reading
book. We have been writing stories and
friendly letters. | can't wait to see the
monthly book project of the giant
postcard on his Accelerated Reader
book. Our third grader has written some
great stories about his own pets on an
adventure in writing. We have learned
about real-life dragons and he has

Fourth Grade News

In Language Arts, we learned about
adverbs and prepositions in grammar.
We have been writing our biography
reports and poetry in class. The
students are enjoying the book called
“The Well” to illustrate the racial
tensions between black and white boys
during segregation. We have also been
reading about Martin Luther King, Jr.
and Rosa Parks. Our class will do a skit
to show the quest for respect and
fairness by Rosa Parks to celebrate
Black History Month. In math, we have
been practicing rounding, complex
addition, subtraction, word problems
and double-digit multiplication. The

Grade Level News

creating a book about the different
ways rocks change. In writing, the
students have been learning about
adjectives. They are proving their
writing abilities by writing descriptive
paragraphs, snow stories and poetry.
Their studies of the Arctic Tundra are
coming along and the students will soon
be presenting a report on the animal of
their choice.

Rebecca Johnson

written a five-paragraph essay on
them. Third grade has been practicing
multiplication, word problems,
perimeter, and area in math. We have
been learning about different region's
climate and natural resources in Social
Studies. If you don't know what causes
night and day, the seasons, or the
moon's phases, ask Vache. He could
tell you in an instant!

Amber Rivera

students are excited to be using
protractors now. In Social Studies, we
have been learning about the basic
concepts of the economy. They are
starting to understand the concept of
supply and demand. In science, we are
learning about minerals, igneous rocks,
sedimentary rocks, and metamorphic
rocks. In an experiment, they saw how
salt crystals formed through cooling
and hardening, similar to igneous rocks.
The students will be giving a speech
about their New Year's resolutions or an
African American Hero for their
monthly speech. We are busier than
ever!

Amber Rivera

School Newsletter
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Fifth Grade News

This month, has we have continued
to explore history, and discovered
how the early Spanish explorers
brought their culture over to the
Americas. The causes and effects
brought forth led to many positive
and negative consequences. A new
trade route was established for
Europe, but it was unfortunately at
the expense of the native Americans
(while nearly all of them died of
either disease, warfare, or slavery).
The 5" graders have continued to
demonstrate excellent improvement
and creativity with their writing

Sixth Grade News

This month, we have begun to
discover so much about ancient
Egypt, and far advanced this
culture was during their era. The
pharaoh that started the Great
Pyramids was Kufu, and we have
learned that these three great
pyramids were built to make the
journey to the afterlife possible
for Kufu and other pharaohs after
him. The 6" graders have
continued to demonstrate
excellent improvement and
creativity with their writing skills,
and they will soon be releasing
their second edition of the class

Grade Level News

skills, and they will soon be
releasing their second edition of the
class newspaper (due out in mid-
February). They will also be
finishing their biography research
project, and creating a PowerPoint
presentation after reading their
biographies. Finally, the 5" graders
have continued to demonstrate their
knowledge of the latest G.A.T.E.
concepts (adding to and
substitution). These critical
thinking skills will hopefully
enhance their research and study
skills in the future.

Russel McCall

newspaper (due out in mid-
February). They will also be
finishing their biography research
project, and creating a PowerPoint
presentation after reading their
biographies. Finally, the 6" graders
have also continued to demonstrate
their knowledge of the latest
G.A.T.E. concepts (adding to and
substitution). These critical
thinking skills will hopefully
enhance their research and study
skills in the future - this year,
middle school, and beyond.

Russel McCall
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Zujtpku - Bplpnn nuuwpwikth 4Egipnpny nuuwpwi

MLGYwnbdptpphG Gppnpn
nwuwpwGEG JdhGybe ybgbipnpn
Ywpgh wowytipnGtpp hpblg
wdbkGoptwy w2luwwmnwGplGtnnt
YnnphG wwwumpwumnbghlG Gubt
‘unp SwpniwG Gr Unipp
O'GlnbtwG wolh wnheny
upwlighih ywynwaghp dp, npniG
didwdwulniehilGn Awtwlwpwn
Gaipywy gqunGintigwp: UwluwyG
wu pninphG YnnphG Gppnpn
nwuwpwGEG JdhGybe ybgbipnpn
Ywpgh wowybpnGhp unpybguw
Unipp OGGnbwG funpfinipnp
GtpoGsnn Gpgbp nt 2wpwywGGbp
nt fipwdgnighG quinGp
fiwGpniebwb wighbibind winGg

pGwlwpwGGtpp, npnlp Gwiunpop
wnédwGwapwd EpG hptlg
wGnGp: vbpyugugnn
wowltipnGbpp phptiGg upwnwaqhb
2GnpAwlwniehtGGlpp Yp ywnGLG
pninp wyG pwptiwwwnGepniG,
npnGp uppwihp hpGg nnGbpp
pwghlG qhpbtGp (utiint G hpliGg
upwnwighG Gnippwnneniehilp
YuwwmwpbtighG hptiGg JwpdwpwGp
pwpqwiLwadwG

UnyuntwdbGuyGhe, hGywku wdkG
wmwph wu nwph b UGd Nwfiph
Gwiunpnnn &hGgowpehG Lwy
UinwpbjwlwG GYytntghG nt
JupdwpwGGtpp wyphunph GokG

Unipp JwpnwGwlg wywunb-
pwquh GuAwwnwlyGhpnt
{hawwwyp opp: Utip
wowybpwnGlpp hGywku wdkG
wwph Yp unpyhG Uiwpwyph
Swlwuwnwdwpwnp wwundniehtGG
nt YwpbinpniehiGp: UGnGp Yp
unpypG et dwpnwlwlg wnolip
wpéwynipnh wnhpe dp Sk wy
wwh vp Yybpwlnpngbiint hpbiGg
nijunp Anbiting dwpnwGh
ninhhG, Ywnebiiny AwibpkG
Ltgnth nt wwwndniebwb
YupbtGw] 2wpniGuybipne Awdwp
wlinGg bppp:

U.Gh Uk nibwG




